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           10th September 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,
We are so excited to welcome our pupils back to school and are very much looking forward to a lockdown-free 2021-2022 academic year (fingers crossed)! As you will understand, some things will still be a little different from in previous years, but we aim to restore as much normality as possible and get our pupils back on track!
Mathematics:
We have recently purchased a new Maths scheme called Fast Forward Maths.  This aims to accelerate pupils’ mathematical skills and provide them with authentic contexts in which to develop their knowledge of the number system.
English:

This term we will be reading and writing recount and information texts, as well as composing our own poetry.
Humanities/History & RE:
The general theme for this term is ‘Rainforests’ and we have some very special visitors coming into school on Friday, which I am very excited (and nervous) about!
During our Religious Education sessions, we will be learning about the following religions: ‘Sikhism and Christianity’.
Science & Technology/Science, ICT & DT:
During our Science lessons, pupils will have the opportunity to learn about different animals, plants, habitats and food chains, inspired by our topic, ‘Rainforests’.  

During our ICT sessions, the children will be encouraged to communicate and collaborate their work and use their thinking to solve problems. The children will be transferring their ICT skills across the curriculum. 
Welsh:
Children will take part in daily Helpwr Heddiw sessions as well as receive a weekly Welsh lesson.  We are waiting to hear from Treorchy Comprehensive regarding Welsh transition lessons. As soon as we hear anything, we will contact you via Class Dojo.
Expressive Arts/Music & Art:
The children will be given plenty of opportunities to develop their artistic skills this year and will be encouraged to experiment and get creative with a range of media, using the rainforest as their main inspiration. During our Music lessons, pupils will be learning the ukulele or samba with a peripatetic music teacher.
Health and well-being/PE & PSE:
During our P.E. lessons, we will be practising competitive sports outdoors. During our games sessions, the children will develop their skills in rugby and netball. When indoors, the pupils will take part in Gymnastics lessons. Our PSHE topics this term are ‘Relationships’ and ‘Dreams and Goals’.  We will also be using PERMA this term to enhance our pupils’ well-being.  
Educational Visit:
As part of our topic based on Rainforests, we would like to visit Plantasia in Swansea.  Further details will follow, as this is dependent on Covid restrictions.  Safeguarding your children is our utmost priority.
PE:

The children will participate in 1 outdoor session of P.E. a week. They are encouraged to wear the following clothing:

· White polo shirt/t-shirt and a sweatshirt
· Black or navy shorts/tracksuit bottoms
· They will require trainers 
Their PE day is as follows: Wednesday
Healthy School:

Please provide your child each day with a named bottle of water and a piece of fresh fruit or vegetable sticks as a snack for their break time. 

Homework:

Homework will be allocated every Friday on Google for Education, in order to build upon the pupils’ ICT skills, which have improved significantly through previous lockdowns.  You can take photos and hand them in on this platform or add documents as attachments. As we are discouraging children from bringing any unnecessary items into school, homework must be returned electronically wherever possible.  Reading books will be given out every Friday and can be returned before Thursday of the following week.  
Can I take this opportunity to thank you in advance for your co-operation and support throughout the next academic year.  Should you wish to contact me, please do so through Class Dojo and I will respond as swiftly as I can.
Yours Sincerely,
Mrs. Sprague

